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EMERGENCY UPDATE-HAITI EARTHQUAKE
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HAITI UPDATE No. 7
January 24, 2010
Background: 
Haiti with a population of 10 million people is the poorest country in the western hemisphere. Decades of poverty, environmental degradation, violence, instability and dictatorship have left it as the poorest nation in the Americas. 
A powerful earthquake of 7.0-magnitude on the Richter scale struck shortly before 5 p.m. on 12 January 2010. The capital city of Port-au-Prince (PaP) is flattened. 
Current Humanitarian Situation
According to Islamic Relief Emergency response team Port-au-Prince is slowly steering back to life. The city which only a few days ago was reeling from the devastating effects of one of the worst Earthquake in centuries is making a remarkable recovery. 
The Government has declared the search and rescue phase over. Meanwhile humanitarian relief efforts continue to scale up in Port-au-Prince, Jacmel, Leogane and other affected areas. 

The number of people leaving Port-au-Prince is increasing daily. More than 130,000 people have taken advantage of the Government's offer of free transportation to cities in the north and south west.  FAO estimates that the number of people leaving cities for rural areas could reach one million, putting pressure on already vulnerable communities. 

Humanitarian Response of Islamic Relief:
According to the members of IR emergency response team IR set up the first organized IDP camp site in Haiti. The site is at Parc Saint Claire in Delmas 33. It used to be a sports field but was turned into a makeshift IDP camp after the earthquake. The site is estimated to accommodate around 50 family tents. Work started on site clearance and community consultation on 22 January. On 23 January, IR team has managed to finish setting up 50 % of the tents. The plan is to provide each family with a plot of land 7x7 sqm. Each family will be given a 4x4 m tent and kitchen and hygiene kits. One of the team members said: “The day was great, people were very happy and grateful to see promises from the international aid agencies finally materialising”.
Twenty five families moved from their makeshift tents into proper emergency family tents (photos are available at Extranet). Accomplishments of IR have been acknowledged by all the UN clusters and support has been offered from all of them. The cluster leads expressed their happiness that at last one of agencies has moved on from discussions and assessments into action. 

The camp has been designed and planned in full consultation with the community, and the local authority that was very thrilled by the amount of work. IR emergency team has followed following steps leading to the set up of the camp:  
· Detailed assessment of the site and of the surrounding area

· Registration of the people living on site and in the surrounding area 

· Securing tents from Qatari search and rescue team in Haiti
· Application submitted to WFP for food distribution for IDPs and for host community 

· Application submitted to IOM for NFI distributions on site
· Working with local municipality to arrange local security guards to be present on site (IR has been offered an escort from the US army but preference was given to working with the local authority) 
· Arranged a bulldozer from the private sector to level the land, make extension and clear the rubble in and around the site 

· Formed camp consultation committee 

· Mobilised the community in order to seek their help and acceptance 

· Reported progress back to different UN clusters to ensure coordination and cooperation  
Tangible emergency aid from Islamic Relief and active engagement of the team members has attracted a lot of institutional and individual attention to Islam and Muslims and their role in relief and development. According to the team as a sign of respect and sympathy beneficiaries greet them with Salam Aleykum and Inshallah. 

In terms of HR Br Elias Fon has taken over operations from Br Moustafa Osman who will travel back to HQ to help developing an intervention strategy for Haiti. Welcoming and thanking local staff members (Michelle, Omer, Zakariya, Jacquline and Logman)  for their hard work Br Moustafa Osman also complimented and thanked Moadh, Adil, Naeem, Imran, Zaid and Omar for their commitment and tireless efforts to help the victims of the earthquake. 
Contacts: 
Ismayil Tahmazov

Haiti Operational Support Officer

Mob: 0044 7720451310
E-mail: ismayil.tahmazov@irworldwide.org 

www.Islamic-Relief.com
For more information (all updates, photos and videos) please visit Extranet resource center for Haiti at: http://extranet.islamicreliefworldwide.com/Hait 
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