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The Humanitarian Forum in 2009—2010

The Humanitarian Forum is a network of humanitarian
and charitable organisations — Muslim, western,
multilateral and national.

We improve the lives of those in need, and relations
between communities, through trust building and quality

humanitarian action both internationally and locally in a
global network of peers.

The Humanitarian Forum grew out of a belief that
humanitarian work should be a place where diverse
communities can come together and find common areas
of co-operation, and is founded on the debates in 2005-6
amongst an international Steering Committee and during
workshops in 15 countries.

We work internationally, convening key stakeholders to
improve cooperation and humanitarian space in complex
crises. We work nationally, supporting local forums to
build confidence, connections and skills of NGOs to
internationally recognised standards . The forum helps

NGOs to better serve their beneficiaries by developing
NGOs’ skills.
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In February 2009, The Humanitarian Forum started the “A
Hope” series of larger international workshops looking at
alternative humanitarian operational partnership and
engagement in particular emergencies. These bring key actors
together from the multilateral, western and Islamic worlds, as
well as international and local NGOs.

The first one was “A Hope for Gaza”, The Humanitarian Forum
gathered key humanitarian organisations in Doha to discuss co-
operation and partnership for Gaza. In April 2010, The Humani-
tarian Forum organised “A Hope for The Balkans”. 50 NGOs
from Bosnia and Herzegovina, Kosovo, Serbia, Macedonia and
Albania, as well international NGOs and the ICRC met to discuss
the needs and challenges facing the Balkans' civil society.

In response to the floods in Pakistan, The Humanitarian
Forum helped to develop an agenda and brought donors
together for the Emergency Meeting for the Organisation
of Islamic Conference’s Humanitarian partners in
August 2010, which raised just under 1 billion USD for the hard-
hit people in need of relief. Dr. Hany El-Banna, our president,

was there to visit Islamabad, Multan and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
and attend the OIC conference.

www.humanitarianforum.org
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The Humanitarian Forum believes also that it is important
for local NGOs to have forums in their own countries where
they can continue to exchange information and experience,

and build further partnerships. Without these local forums, Humanit arian F.
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Government and civil society and contributed to
international humanitarian standards by helping revise the
UN’s Sphere Standards. It also launched a Humanitarian
Report for Indonesia and contributed to the national disaster The Humanitarian Forum and its regional and
risk reduction action plan. international partners achieve their goals by

focusing on these areas:

° Coordination and Cooperation in the Field

° Accountability in organisations

i ° Capacity Building
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Humanitarian policies and standards

For more information on The Humanitarian
Forum and its members and partners...

... access our website

www.humanitarianforum.org,

or ....email

info@humanitarianforum.org.
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