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Letter from the President

Thereisasaying :God doesnd6t burden people with more
this been truer than in 2010, a year blighted by natural disasters and conflict. From Haiti, to

the Pakistan floods, to the triple tragedy in Indonesia (earthquake, tsunami and floods), 2010

has tried everybodyds strength.

The Humanitarian Forum, its partners and their members have been involved every step of
\" the way: from disaster preparedness, to coordination workshops, to conferences gathering
Western and Muslim organisations to encourage them to cooperate. We haveconnected in-

ternational humanitarian organisations from the Muslim world and the west as equals,
trained humanitarian leaders in Indonesia and Yemen, and stimulated Eastern aid to Haiti.

EBanna

The past year took us to Somalia, to discuss safe humanitarian access for NGOs in the country. The volcano
didnét stop us from travelling to Macedonia in Apri/l I
Serbia, Kosovo, Macedonia and Albania.Our work reaches those in need. For example, the Yemen workshops

were held in poverty stricken areas, such as Aden and Hodeida, where issues such as child poverty and malnu-
trition are prevalent. On one of these occasions, [
remind us of our duty to the ones who, ultimately, our programmes serve.

Dr. Hany

2010 was also an eye opener for us to measure the power of social media, enabling us to share our message to a
wider audience via our website, Facebook pages, Twitter and blogs.

Cooperation is the key to creating a better society al
us. | believe 2011 will see the emergence of new humanitarian leadership.Let 6 s st art buil ding
'—\.-"'./;
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Vision, Linking internatio | write this from Sarajevo -a meet_mg place of East
local & online 3 and West, of faiths and of generations. It is a place so full of
hi story and potenti al but st

ot her o. (&
A HOPE for the Balkan L . QJ
Bridges across The 4  Humanitarian and development needs are enormous in so
Bosporus many countries. Throughout the world, directly and indi- 3
rectly, charities and non-governmental organisations (NGOSs) ()
Somalia, Making aid coi 5 improve human security and help to bring economic and so- wn
cial transformation. But this is not enough. We need an equal m
partnership. One that nurtures and values the skills and experience of "new" and
The Humanitarian Foru 6-7 "local" humanitarian actors, one that reaches across gaps between communities. Q_—.;
around the world . L . . .
Since The Humanitarian Forum was registered in 2008, we have taken solid
steps towards cooperation, humanitarian principles, accountability and effec-
tiveness. The Humanitarian Forum improves the efficiency of aid by bridging
Indonesia, Sudan 8  gaps within the humanitarian system through training, dialogue and coopera- I
tion. We have done this in many ways, some of which you can read about in this Q
Annual Review. Our website, www.humanitarianforum.org , offers you more in- 3
Yemen 9 :
formation. —u
. . —
i We are supported by grants from our members, foundations and private donors. | O
Finance 10 =

We are very grateful for your continued support.

Reflections, Looking forw
Secretariat, Trustees, 11

Members Director
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The Humanitarian Forum is a network of humanitarian and charitable organisations i Muslim, western, multilateral
and national. We improve the lives of those in need, and relations between communities, through trust building and
quality humanitarian action, both internationally and locally in a global network of peers.

The Humanitarian Forum grew out of a belief that humanitarian work should be a place where diverse communities
can come together and find common areas of ceoperation, and is founded on debates in 2005-6 amongst an interna-

tional Steering Committee and during workshops in 15 countries.

The Humanitarian Forum and its regional and international partners achieve their goals by focusing on these areas:
coordination and cooperation in the field, accountability in organisations, capacity building, confidence and bridge

building, promotion and understanding of humanitarian policies and standards.

Linking international

The Humanitarian Forum provides a
strong international platform, con-
necting international humanitarian
organisations from the Muslim world
and the West as equals and represent-
ing Muslim and southern NGOs in
international forums. We convene

key stakeholders to improve coopera-
tion and humanitarian space in com-
plex crises.

Linking online

In the age of Social Media,
online connections are
vital for creating dialogue
and understanding be-
tween different NGOs. We
help give a voice to organi-
sations who
ously been involved in the
global humanitarian con-
versation.

Our online presence has
gone from strength to

strength, with thousands
of visits to our website,
hundreds of Facebook and pressing emergencies. We perm w.. . Ererrarr
Twitter followers. We are
delighted to announce mu-
tual media partnerships

net, Mercy Corps and
other organizations. We
will continue to keep our
users up to date via news
with the most important

To connect Islamic and Western
thought, Dr. Hany attended in 2010
the Millennium Development Goals
Summit, the Global Economic Sympo-
sium, UNFPA, ODI and many more
meetings, promoting a means for dis-
cussion and cooperation between all
stakeholders. Jamesgave a keynote
speech at the UN Alliance of Civilisa-
tions meeting and joined meetings

The Humanitarian Forum believes
that it is important for local NGOs
to have forums in their own coun-
tries where they can continue to ex-
change information and experience,
and build further partnerships.

The forums in our pilot countries
give a voice to local NGOs on the
international arena and help them
cooperate more effectively for the
benefit of those in need. Without
these local forums, improvements
that are made in terms of organisa-
tionso capacity
limited.

We work nationally , supporting

engaging reports and

sion boards await and

database.

humanitarian resolutions,

would like to remind you
that you can keep abreast
of our activities by signing
hvaithr IRIN,(Reuteps Alerty i -up to our e-mail newslet-
ter. As always, our discus-

can find the most impor-
tant NGO resources in our “

like the Berlin Civil Society Forum. He
also joined expert groups on NGO
accountability at European Commis-
sion, OSCE and elsewhere.

We also created a working group to
develop humanitarian principles that
are jointly owned by the West and
Muslim organizations. You can read
about some of our international work
on Pages 4 and 5.

Linking local

local forums to build confidence,
connections and skills of NGOs to
internationally recognised stan-
dards. The forum helps NGOs to
better serve their beneficiaries.

In 2010, we trained humanitarian
leaders in Indonesia and Yemen,so
that they are better able to answer
the needs of their local communi-
ties. We built connections between
the local NGOs to create a stronger
country network and enabled them
to establish relationships with large,

intargationan prganidations ifot their b e

mutual benefit. Read about some of
these projects on Pages 8 and 9.

HUMANITARH
FORUM

progress through partnership

you

Useiul tools and guides
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OThi s i
time in our lives
we've come to-

get her

In Apr1l The Humamtar1ar1 Forum gathered fifty orgamsatlons from Bosnia and Herzegovina, Kosovo, Serbia, Mace-
donia and Albania, as well as from our international partners. The conference addressed the needs and challenges fac-
ing the Balkans’ civil society. Many participants commented that this was the first opportunity they had had to cooper-

ate with other groups in this way, with a complete mix of religious and ethnic backgrounds working together to find

solutions.

Participants were clearly passionate
about creating a strong, diverse, re-
gion-wide civil society, one which in-
cludes and gives voice to the many

different ethnic and religious groups.

Actors from the region worked to-
gether over the two days to find the
common ground and shared strengths
of their different societies. They iden-
tified the challenges and weaknesses
of civil society in the Balkans, but

Bridges across the Bosporus

In October, we brought together 27 humanitarian leaders
from 14 countries to discuss fBuilding bridges in humani-

tarian thinkingo .

In a wide-ranging discussion, the contributors created a
framework to support Islamic humanitarianism globally,
as well as identifying strategic solutions to actual and
perceived barriers. Participation was impressive, with
senior representatives from UNOCHA, the Organisation
of the Islamic Conference, the Red Cross movement,
Christian and secular organisations from the West, and
Muslim organisations from Gulf Cooperation Council

countries, Indonesia and Yemen.

The meeting developed a framework and suggested a

more importantly worked to find solu-
tions.

Amongst other plans, participants
proposed a series of Regionwide
training sessions to improve account-
ability, capacity building and commu-
nications, and suggested a second A

neutral platform for humanitarian
dialogue.

The Humanitarian Forum can help to
mend the rifts in Balkan society by
bringing together humanitarian or-
ganisations that are Muslim and non-
Muslim, local and international, in a

HOPE conference to ensure new plans neutral space for dialogue and coop-

are followed through. Tensions be-
tween communities remain in many
areas, and the NGO sector needs a

number of projects: generating trust between stake-
holders, engaging as equals nationally and internation-
ally, elevating humanitarianism and enabling leaders to

emerge.

(Former Prime Minister of Egypt),
Foreign Affairs), Ambassador Atta Al Manan (OIC)

eration.

Huseyin Oruc (IHH), Sir Nick Young (British Red Cross) Dr Abdelaziz Hegazy

Ahmad Al Marekhi (Qatar Ministry of

troubled world".

Dr. Abdelaziz Hegazy, former Prime Minister of Egypt

S

"1 strongly believe there are shared values in a

Kk
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Somalia: time for engagement

According to a recent UNOCHA report, food security
in Somalia is at a 16-year low, and the economic
downturn has also had an impact: vital remittances
from the Somali Diaspora have dropped by15%, ow-

ing to global unemployment. As a result, many people

In such a climate, The Humanitarian Forum can act
as a catalyst in linking the NGOs both internal and
external to Somalia. United NGOs make efficient
NGOs, therefore providing humanitarian relief while
making the best of available resources.

In October 2009, The Humanitarian Forum held a
workshop in Nairobi for key leaders from the UN, the
Red Crescent movement, western and international
NGOs and Somali NGOs. It was the first time that
many of these people had sat down together. They
agreed the importance of dialogue and cooperation,
the importance of putting humanitarianism above
politics and the key role of Somali civil society
leaders.

In 2010, Dr Hany El Banna visited the country in
order to discuss humanitarian access with key
stakeholders.

This is the first in a series of follow up meetings, and
we are continuing our strictly apolitical agenda,
seeking to bring together different actors in
partnership for the greater good of the Somali people.
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Making aid count

It is obligatory for Muslims to donate part of their wealth
(Zakat). If they can no longer donate to accountable
NGOs because of local rules or a small NGO sector, they
are effectively encouraged to give in unaccountable ways.
Throughout the world, the NGO sector contributes to
social and economic change, but in some quarters is seen
with suspicion.

The Humanitarian Forum advocates the increase in the
amount of aid from Islamic sources (quantity), its effi-
ciency in recipient countries (quality) and its overall ac-
countability and transparency.

It is our belief that NGOs ought to raise and spend funds

accountably, so as toincrease their contribution to devel-

opment. They should also have the skills and systems to
be able to demonstrate this.

In 2010, we:

x Took part in expert groups organised by the European
Commission and Organisation for Security and Coop-
eration in Europe on NGO accountability;

x Discussed aid effectiveness with senior advisers to the
US Government and United Nations;

x Organised a workshop for UK international NGOs on
Counter-terrorism policy and Development, with the
Muslim Charities Forum and BOND.

The Humanitarian Forum remains committed to creating
a safe, accountable and efficient space in which humani-
tarian actors can deliver quality aid to those who most
need it.



